
 

   SACRED HEART CHURCH   ST. PAUL’S CHAPEL                        ST. MARY’S CHURCH 
     NEW BAVARIA, OH          HAMLER, OH                     HOLGATE, OH                  
www.sacredheart1847.org        
     

September 27, 2026 
 

 Rev. George Wenzinger, Parochial Administrator – 567-204-1367 
Sacred Heart Rectory – 419-653-4157 

Bulletin Info –Jean Swary – 419-438-1718, shchurch@metalink.net – Deadline is Tues 6:30 p.m. 
Parish Nurses:  Todd Otto, PA – 419-876-3916; Mary Kelly, RN – 419-653-4772; Mary Gerschutz, RN – 419-906-0575;  

Daisy Schroeder, LPN – 419-615-2303; Kris Burkey, RN – 419-966-1109 
 
Tuesday  8:00 a.m. St. Mary’s NO MASS 
 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.  St. Paul’s NO MASS 
 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. Sacred Heart NO MASS 
   
Friday  9:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Rev. Nicholas Cunningham 
 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Sacred Heart Jeannie Beutler 
 
Sunday 7:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Bonnie Niese  
 9:30 a.m. Sacred Heart All Souls 
 11:30 a.m. St. Mary’s Chic & Eileen Mack 
 
Sacred Heart Servers: 4:00 p.m. Saturday Vincent, Lillian, and Addison Peck 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday Aleah, Austin, and Axel Searfoss 
   
Sacred Heart Lectors: 4:00 p.m. Saturday Jean Swary 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday Nichole Tripp 
   
Sacred Heart Distributors: 4:00 p.m. Saturday Jean Swary, John Gilgenbach, Karen Wank 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday Nichole Tripp, Dave Keeterle, Deb Ehlers 
     
Sacred Heart Offertory: 4:00 p.m. Saturday Tom & Chris Hattemer 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday Dan & Rachel Kaufman Family 
   
St. Paul’s Altar Committee – October: Carol Brubaker, Tina Schwab 
St. Paul’s Collection Counters – October:  Tom Rosebrock, Don Schmenk 
 
September 20th Collections: Sacred Heart  St. Mary’s                      St. Paul’s  
 Sunday Collection:  $ 3700.00 $ 720.00 $ 698.00 
 Building & Maintenance: $ 120.00 $ 226.00  
 Rosary Altar Dues: $ 10.00 
 Priests Retirement Fund: $ 500.00 
 Cemetery: $ 500.00 
 Air Conditioning Fund: $ 45.00 
 Festival:   $ 227.00 
 

Welcome Fr. George Wenzinger!! 
There will be a Meet and Greet Reception for Fr. George immediately following the 4:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, October 3rd in 
the Sacred Heart School Hall! Everyone in the Parish Cluster is welcome to come to Meet and Greet Fr. George.  Light 
refreshments will be served.   
 
Dear Parishioners of the Roman Catholic Communities of New Bavaria, Holgate, and Hamler, “Peace of the Risen Christ be with 
you.”  In the new testament scriptures, St. Paul the Apostle, Missionary and Evangelist, wrote letters to the churches that he held close to 
his heart.  In this spirit, I wish to write this personal letter to you at this time.  First of all, I share your sorrow at the unexpected death of 
Fr. Nick Cunningham, your faithful and loving Pastor.  He was also a close friend to me, like a brother in what we call: the “intimate 
Sacramental Brotherhood” of the Diocesan Priests.  Personally, I am in a position to accept Biship Thomas’ call for me to be a “Parochial 
Administrator” until June 30, 2027.  Until then I will do my best with the support of many of you to provide a ministry dedicated to 
sacramental and pastoral needs.  I will continue in my other ministry in the Diocese as the Minister to Priests.  And a Missionary of Mercy 
by Pope Francis.  I feel confident that all will proceed according to God’s plan.  I am grateful for your patience, understanding, and trust.  
And most especially for your friendship and prayers.  Fr. John Stites, Fr. Steve Schroeder, and Deacon Jon Gottron have generously 
offered to assist me.  The next ten months will be a shared adventure of discovery as we prepare for a new pastor who is yet unknown! 
“Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, what God has prepared for those who love him.”  -  Your Companion on the Journey, Fr. George 
Wenzinger.   
 
What is a Parochial Administrator?  It is a position that is appointed by the Bishop to fill a vacancy in a parish due to the pastor being 
unable to fulfill his duties.  Fr. George will be here to Serve the People of the Parish Cluster by having Masses, hearing confessions, 
taking care of Weddings, Funerals, and the Sacraments including Baptism, First Communion, First Confession, Anointing of the Sick as 
well as any other needs of the people that arise. If you need to speak with him directly, please feel free to call him at 567-204-1367. 
 
Sacred Heart Religious Education Classes for High School (grades 9-12) will start on October 7th at 7:30 p.m.  If you have a new 
student who will be attending, please contact Adrian Schroeder at 419-615-2887.  Confirmation marks an important moment, but our 
teens still need ongoing formation to grow in their faith.  National studies show that teens who stay involved in religious education are 3 
to 4 times more likely to remain active Catholics as adults (National Study of Youth & Religion).  CARA research also finds that over 
80% of teens who stay connected to their parish through high school continue practicing their faith after age 25, compared to less than 40$ 
of those who disengage. Our teens need ongoing formation to deepen their understanding of the faith, strengthen their relationship with 
Christ, and learn how to live as Catholics in a challenging world.  Prioritizing faith, even when it isn’t “fun” or convenient, builds lifelong 
devotion.  Our parish strongly encourages parents to keep their children enrolled in religious education beyond Confirmation.  Your 
commitment shows them that faith comes first.   
 



 

 
 
The Rosary Altar Ladies will be sharing their Noodle and Pie Making expertise with the Junior High and High School CCD 
Students this year!  Share your favorite pie recipe with the students.  Leave the recipe in an envelope in the hall kitchen or email it to 
Melinda.fritz@yahoo.com by October 4 so we can buy supplies to make the pies and share recipes with the students.  October 8th at 8:00 
a.m. – First batch of noodles with Rosary Altar Society ladies, anyone is welcome to come help.  October 14th at 7:00 p.m. – Noodle and 
Pie baking with High school students – All are welcome to come help!! 
 
Attention Sacred Heart – Once again, Christmas in the Country Craft Show will have Raffle Baskets.  To make this a successful event, 
please consider creating and donating a basket(s).  You can work together as a family or on your own.  To donate, please contact Linda 
Lapinski at 419-708-3604.  Thank you! 
 
Come see the Restored Rosary Cathedral.   After significant restoration and enhancement work, Rosary Cathedral is ready to welcome 
the faithful of the Diocese of Toledo for a historic celebration.  Join Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on Sunday, November 1, at 3:00 p.m. for 
the dedication of the new altar and blessing of the restored Cathedral.  The renewed Cathedral includes a restored sanctuary, the return of 
the original cathedra and baptismal font, the addition of the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary and much more.  A reception will follow.  
Make Plans to Join Us! 
 
Stand up for Life and join Henry County Right to Life on the bus for the October 2nd, 2026 Ohio March for Life in Columbus.  
The event is sponsored by the Center for Christian Virtue and will be held at the Ohio Statehouse.  The event begins with a Pre-Rally 
Concert at 10:00 a.m. followed by the 11:00 a.m. Rally; the March for Life then begins at noon.  We have reserved a bus scheduled to 
leave Sacred Heart Church New Bavaria at 6:45 a.m. and Ottawa Wal-Mart at 7:15 a.m.  We will return at approximately 5:00 p.m.  Call 
or text Diane Schmenk at 419-615-9610 to reserve your seat.  Transportation costs for students are $10 and Adults $20.  Storage space 
under the bus allows passengers to bring a chair to accommodate anyone preferring to sit during the hour-long Rally.  The noon time 
March for Life is optional; those unable to distance walk may opt out of this portion of the event.   
 
Our Lady of Consolation Celebrates the Solemnity of Saint Francis of Assisi – The Conventual Franciscan Friars of Our Lady of 
Consolation in Carey invite all to celebrate the Solemnity Saturday, October 3rd and Sunday, October 4th.  Saturday will include 
confessions at 3:30 p.m., Vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m. and Transitus Liturgy at 7:00 p.m.  Sunday will include Mass at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., 
Confessions at 10:00 a.m., and Full Shrine Devotions at 2:00 p.m. with Bishop Thomas, Presiding Minister.   
 
Life Chain – Please join us October 4th, which is Pro-Life Sunday, at 1:30 p.m. in front of St. John’s Catholic Church in Defiance where 
we will be praying for all life from the moment of natural conception to natural death with prayer, singing, and silence.   
 
Chic-N-BBQ Sponsored by the Holgate Volunteer Fire Department will be held Sunday, September 27th beginning at 11:00 a.m.  
Meal includes ½ Chicken, Potato Salad, Applesauce, Dinner Roll, & Cookie.  Cost is $12 per meal and $9 for ½ chicken only.  Drive-
Thru Pick-Up at the Holgate Park.  Thanks in advance for your continued support of our Volunteer Department! 
 
Fest-For All sponsored by St. John Catholic Church will be held on Sunday, October 11, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. at the K 
of C Hall in Defiance.  Chicken Dinners will be available for $15 and include ½ chicken, baked potato, coleslaw, dinner roll, beverage, 
and an apple dumpling with ice cream.  Hot dog or hamburger kid’s meals will be available for $5 and will include fries.  Entertainment 
will include the Northwesternaires Barbershop Chorus & Opinionation, a family friendly survey-style game. Lots of other raffles and 
activities for everyone.  Big Money Raffle will be held at 4:00 p.m. 
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